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INTRODUCTION

The research transparency fields 
cover resources provided by the 
authors

This helps users of the library 

understand the ethical decisions 

made by the authors in their 

research. 



Table of actual contents

Agenda

1.

Resources

Type of resource

2. Pre-registrations

3. IRB 

Optional

Always collect this



Resources1



1. Type of Resource 

● Definition: The type of resource being shared 

○ Links to additional resources that are listed in main text or 

supplementary materials of a paper 

■ Do not search beyond these two materials that are provided 

to you 

■ Many papers will not share links to additional resources

○ Be sure to check footnotes for links! 



1. Type of Resource 

● In the survey, after entering each additional link you find, you will be 

prompted to identify what type of resource it is:

○ Replication 

○ Additional documents: Questionnaire, Technical documents

○ Pre-analysis plans

○ Populated pre-analysis plans 

○ Research ethics documentation 

○ Other (describe) 

■ E.g., A document that describes how outcome variables were 

constructed using survey information.



Resource: Replication package

Example: Badrinathan (2021)

● Link appears as data availability statement (American Political Science 

Review)



Example: Garbiras-Diaz and Montenegro (2022)

● Link appears as a citation in the PDF (American Economic Review)

Resource: Replication package



● Questionnaire: set of questions used in the field

● Technical: methodological documents related to survey design, 

interviewer manuals, field protocols, data entry manuals, etc.

Resource: Document



Example: Young (2019) has a link to the full survey instrument in the supplementary 

materials

Resource: Document / Questionnaire

https://laurenelyssayoung.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/Young_PsychPolRisk_Appendix.pdf


Examples:

● Survey design

● Interviewer, supervisor, or 

data entry manuals              →

● Editing specifications

● Tabulation and analysis 

plans 

Resource: Document / Technical documentation



● Document describing how the data coming from the experiment is 

going to be processed and analyzed

● Only report if this is separate from pre-registration 

Note: We have separate field that will ask for registry data. For 

papers on the AEA Registry, check if they separately mention a 

pre-analysis plan 

Resource: Pre-analysis Plan



Example:  Barcelo and Baron (2024) include a link to their pre-analysis 

plan and describe its deviations in their appendix:

Resource: Pre-analysis Plan

https://static.cambridge.org/content/id/urn:cambridge.org:id:article:S0003055422001277/resource/name/S0003055422001277sup001.pdf


● A document reporting the exact analyses that are specified in the 

pre-analysis plan.

● Not very common

● Example: Yang et al. (2023) 

Resource: Populated Pre-analysis Plan

https://sites.lsa.umich.edu/deanyang/wp-content/uploads/sites/205/2022/08/yang-allen-mahumane-riddell-yu-2022-knowledge-stigma-HIV-testing.pdf


● Any documentation related to research ethics, such as ethics review 

protocols

● Note: we have a separate question for IRB registration numbers

● It may include documentation related to IRB (inform consent, 

human research protocol, etc.)

Resource: Research ethics documentation



Example: Cheema et al. 2023 include a link to an ethics appendix

Resource: Research ethics documentation

https://static.cambridge.org/content/id/urn:cambridge.org:id:article:S0003055422000375/resource/name/S0003055422000375sup001.pdf
https://static.cambridge.org/content/id/urn:cambridge.org:id:article:S0003055422000375/resource/name/S0003055422000375sup001.pdf


Pre-
Registration
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2.1 Registry Name

● Identifies pre-registration information

● Definition: Registry name (where the trial is registered)

● CV:

○ AEA Registry

○ ClinicalTrials.gov

○ Registry for International Development Impact Evaluations

○ Open Science Framework 

○ Other

○ Not stated

http://clinicaltrials.gov
http://clinicaltrials.gov


2.2 Registration ID

Definition: Registration ID (unique identifier issued by the organization 

where the trial is registered) 

○ Often located in the acknowledgements section or footnotes

○ Usually found next to registry name



2.2 Registration ID

Definition: Registration ID (unique identifier issued by the organization 

where the trial is registered) 

○ However, it may also appear within the main text:



IRB Approval3



3.1 Number of IRBs Reported  

● Definition: the total number of ethics reviews reported in the paper 

○ Papers can have multiple IRB approvals



3.2 Review Board Name  

● Definition: The name or hosting institution of the ethics review body

○ Include the complete name 

○ Most, if not all, papers that report IRB approval will include the 

institution



IRB information
- Sometimes it is also located in the 
acknowledgements section or 
footnotes: 

- Sometimes this information will be 
elsewhere in the paper, such as in 
the introduction.

- The IRB number or case may not 
always be reported, as below: 



Thank you 
for listening

Sergio Puerto

sergiopuerto@berkeley.edu

mailto:sergiopuerto@berkeley.edu
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